
Digital Dark Age
Science & Technology
Practice Problem 1
How might we prioritize data to save and reduce the
effects of information loss in the future?

Disappearing Cultures
Civics & Society
Practice Problem 2
How might the losses of endangered cultures across
the world impact individuals and communities in the
future?

Influencer Marketing
Business & Economics
Qualifying Problem
How might influencer marketing evolve as businesses
strive to preserve their credibility while maximizing
profits in the future?
 

Health Security
Science & Technology
Affiliate Finals Problem
How might health security efforts prevent, prepare for,
and mitigate the impact of public health crises in the
future?

World Finals Topic
TBD
We invite regional affiliate champions to attend our
International Conference and compete alongside their
peers in our world finals. We will announce a fifth
problem topic on March 1, 2027 for use at the June
2027 competition.
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Real World Topics

2026-2027 Competition Season Supports all these programs

Visit our topics center
to learn more about
each topic and
access topic-specific
resources.



Background 
The Digital Dark Age is an inability to access previously collected
documented files, photos, and other information stored in outdated file
formats, software, or hardware. Data becomes corrupt, scarce, or
otherwise inaccessible as technology changes and physical media
decays.

Context 
Technology is constantly evolving with what once was considered
revolutionary is now outdated, and progressively discarded. Information
technology does not exist in a vacuum; digital media requires
supplemental technologies to retrieve the information. Discs, drives, and
other mediums can deteriorate. Even when preserved, the information
can be lost without its specific reader. Proprietary file formats fall prey to
the Digital Dark Age, as they are less widespread and preserving them
increasingly difficult. Conservators and other data specialists strive to
ensure digital information remains available. The Internet Archive is one
of many organizations dedicated to preserving digital information for
future generations. Updating files to modern formats has many obstacles,
including expense, expertise, and equipment demands. Many archivists
do not have the resources to update file formats for all items in their
catalogues.

Questions to Explore 
How should archivists decide which data to prioritize saving?
What methods can be used to modernize outdated file types?
How might the loss of information affect the future of humanity?

Central Themes 
1.Fragility of digital information
2.Logistics and ethics of data preservation
3.Societal impact of memory loss
4.Innovation in digital preservation

Visit our topics center
to learn more about
our Digital Dark Age
topic, view suggested
readings and access
additional resources.

Digital Dark Age
Science & Technology
How might we prioritize data to save and reduce
the effects of information loss in the future?

Practice Problem 1 
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Background 
Disappearing cultures, also called endangered or vanishing cultures,
represent the unfortunate phenomenon where unique and often ancient
ways of life, traditions, languages, and customs face the risk of extinction.
These cultures are typically marginalized and/or indigenous. They are
threatened by factors such as globalization, urbanization, assimilation,
environmental changes, conflict, and government policies.

Context 
The loss of a culture is not merely the fading of customs and rituals; it
often entails the disappearance of valuable knowledge, worldviews, and a
rich tapestry of human heritage. Preserving and celebrating these diverse
cultures is vital, not only for the communities themselves but for humanity
as a whole. Culture contributes to the tapestry of human diversity and
offers unique insights into alternative ways of living and understanding
the world. Efforts to document, protect, and revitalize endangered
cultures are ongoing, emphasizing the need for respect, cooperation, and
the preservation of cultural diversity in an increasingly interconnected
world. 

Questions to Explore
What role does cultural change as a result of globalization have on
cultures?
What strategies are being employed to revitalize and renew cultural
practices? 
In the face of cultural loss, how are individuals and communities
impacted?
What are some ways to prevent the vanishing of cultures?

Practice Problem 2

Disappearing Cultures
Civics & Society
How might the losses of endangered cultures
across the world impact individuals and
communities in the future?

Visit our topics center
to learn more about
our Disappearing
Cultures topic, view
suggested readings
and access additional
resources.

Central Themes 
1.Globalization and cultural transformation
2.Cultural heritage and knowledge loss
3.Preservation and revitalization efforts
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Background 
Influencers combine marketing with their presence in the public eye to
persuade others. By establishing devoted fan bases for specific brands
and profiting from their visibility, they have revolutionized the advertising
industry. Marketing influencers impact a variety of platforms such as
online sources, television, music, and print media. These strategies aim
to build trust and credibility by associating products with a respected
figure, thereby influencing consumer behavior.

Context 
Influential media is a complex marketing environment. Influencers shape
consumer behavior with seemingly authentic recommendations. This type
of media has developed hybrid advertising, blending personal and
commercial messaging. Brands invest heavily in these collaborations
because they can easily reach targeted audiences, especially younger
viewers. Combining personal content and advertising raises complex
transparency, authenticity, and consumer trust issues. The industry now
struggles to preserve credibility while maximizing profits.ment but also
fields like education, cognitive science, and virtual reality.

Qualifying Problem

Influencer Marketing
Business & Economics
How might influencer marketing evolve as
businesses strive to preserve their credibility
while maximizing profits in the future?

Visit our topics center
to learn more about
our Influencer
Marketing topic, view
suggested readings
and access additional
resources.

Questions to Explore
What risks do brands face when partnering with influencers whose
personal actions might affect brand reputation?
How does the integration of advertising content impact an influencer's
perceived authenticity?
What role do platform algorithms play in determining which sponsored
content reaches which audiences?
What are legal and ethical implications of disguising advertisements
as personal content?
How does commercialization of personal content affect follower trust
and engagement?

Central Themes 
1.The power of influence in marketing
2.Authenticity and credibility
3.Risks and responsibilities
4.The future of influencer marketing
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Background
Health security is a critical component of public health and global well-
being, encompassing measures and strategies to protect populations
from the threats of infectious diseases, biological hazards, and other
health emergencies. It involves various activities, from disease
surveillance, early detection, and rapid response to developing effective
vaccines and medical countermeasures. 

Context 
Health security efforts are essential for preventing, preparing for, and
mitigating the impact of public health crises, such as pandemics,
bioterrorism, and natural disasters. Recent events, like the COVID-19
pandemic, have underscored the importance of robust health security
systems and international cooperation in safeguarding public health
globally. Investments in health security infrastructure, research, and
emergency preparedness are vital to ensuring the resilience of healthcare
systems and the protection of communities and individuals in the face of
health-related threats. ractices, especially in the context of technology
and the digital landscape.

Questions to Explore
How can we ensure that everyone can have proper access to medical
care? 
Is medical care something that can be equitized?

Central Themes 
1.Comprehensive health security systems
2.Global health collaboration
3.Investment in preparedness and resilience
4.Equal access to medical care

Affiliate Finals Problem

Health Security
Science & Technology
How might health security efforts prevent,
prepare for, and mitigate the impact of public
health crises in the future?

Visit our topics center
to learn more about
our Health Security
topic, view suggested
readings and access
additional resources.
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	2026-2027 Competition Season
	Real World Topics
	Digital Dark Age Science & Technology Practice Problem 1 How might we prioritize data to save and reduce the effects of information loss in the future?
	Disappearing Cultures Civics & Society Practice Problem 2 How might the losses of endangered cultures across the world impact individuals and communities in the future?
	Influencer Marketing Business & Economics Qualifying Problem How might influencer marketing evolve as businesses strive to preserve their credibility while maximizing profits in the future?
	Health Security Science & Technology Affiliate Finals Problem How might health security efforts prevent, prepare for, and mitigate the impact of public health crises in the future?
	World Finals Topic TBD We invite regional affiliate champions to attend our International Conference and compete alongside their peers in our world finals. We will announce a fifth problem topic on March 1, 2027 for use at the June 2027 competition.
	Visit our topics center to learn more about each topic and access topic-specific resources.
	2026-2027 Competition Season


	Practice Problem 1
	Digital Dark Age Science & Technology How might we prioritize data to save and reduce the effects of information loss in the future?
	Background  The Digital Dark Age is an inability to access previously collected documented files, photos, and other information stored in outdated file formats, software, or hardware. Data becomes corrupt, scarce, or otherwise inaccessible as technology changes and physical media decays.
	Context  Technology is constantly evolving with what once was considered revolutionary is now outdated, and progressively discarded. Information technology does not exist in a vacuum; digital media requires supplemental technologies to retrieve the information. Discs, drives, and other mediums can deteriorate. Even when preserved, the information can be lost without its specific reader. Proprietary file formats fall prey to the Digital Dark Age, as they are less widespread and preserving them increasingly difficult. Conservators and other data specialists strive to ensure digital information remains available. The Internet Archive is one of many organizations dedicated to preserving digital information for future generations. Updating files to modern formats has many obstacles, including expense, expertise, and equipment demands. Many archivists do not have the resources to update file formats for all items in their catalogues.

	Questions to Explore
	How should archivists decide which data to prioritize saving?
	What methods can be used to modernize outdated file types?
	How might the loss of information affect the future of humanity?

	Central Themes
	Fragility of digital information
	Logistics and ethics of data preservation
	Societal impact of memory loss
	Innovation in digital preservation
	Visit our topics center to learn more about our Digital Dark Age topic, view suggested readings and access additional resources.

	2026-2027 Competition Season


	Practice Problem 2
	Disappearing Cultures Civics & Society How might the losses of endangered cultures across the world impact individuals and communities in the future?
	Background  Disappearing cultures, also called endangered or vanishing cultures, represent the unfortunate phenomenon where unique and often ancient ways of life, traditions, languages, and customs face the risk of extinction. These cultures are typically marginalized and/or indigenous. They are threatened by factors such as globalization, urbanization, assimilation, environmental changes, conflict, and government policies.
	Context  The loss of a culture is not merely the fading of customs and rituals; it often entails the disappearance of valuable knowledge, worldviews, and a rich tapestry of human heritage. Preserving and celebrating these diverse cultures is vital, not only for the communities themselves but for humanity as a whole. Culture contributes to the tapestry of human diversity and offers unique insights into alternative ways of living and understanding the world. Efforts to document, protect, and revitalize endangered cultures are ongoing, emphasizing the need for respect, cooperation, and the preservation of cultural diversity in an increasingly interconnected world.

	Questions to Explore
	What role does cultural change as a result of globalization have on cultures?
	What strategies are being employed to revitalize and renew cultural practices?
	In the face of cultural loss, how are individuals and communities impacted?
	What are some ways to prevent the vanishing of cultures?

	Central Themes
	Globalization and cultural transformation
	Cultural heritage and knowledge loss
	Preservation and revitalization efforts
	Visit our topics center to learn more about our Disappearing Cultures topic, view suggested readings and access additional resources.

	2026-2027 Competition Season


	Qualifying Problem
	Influencer Marketing Business & Economics How might influencer marketing evolve as businesses strive to preserve their credibility while maximizing profits in the future?
	Background  Influencers combine marketing with their presence in the public eye to persuade others. By establishing devoted fan bases for specific brands and profiting from their visibility, they have revolutionized the advertising industry. Marketing influencers impact a variety of platforms such as online sources, television, music, and print media. These strategies aim to build trust and credibility by associating products with a respected figure, thereby influencing consumer behavior.
	Context  Influential media is a complex marketing environment. Influencers shape consumer behavior with seemingly authentic recommendations. This type of media has developed hybrid advertising, blending personal and commercial messaging. Brands invest heavily in these collaborations because they can easily reach targeted audiences, especially younger viewers. Combining personal content and advertising raises complex transparency, authenticity, and consumer trust issues. The industry now struggles to preserve credibility while maximizing profits.ment but also fields like education, cognitive science, and virtual reality.

	Questions to Explore
	What risks do brands face when partnering with influencers whose personal actions might affect brand reputation?
	How does the integration of advertising content impact an influencer's perceived authenticity?
	What role do platform algorithms play in determining which sponsored content reaches which audiences?
	What are legal and ethical implications of disguising advertisements as personal content?
	How does commercialization of personal content affect follower trust and engagement?

	Central Themes
	The power of influence in marketing
	Authenticity and credibility
	Risks and responsibilities
	The future of influencer marketing
	Visit our topics center to learn more about our Influencer Marketing topic, view suggested readings and access additional resources.

	2026-2027 Competition Season


	Affiliate Finals Problem
	Health Security Science & Technology How might health security efforts prevent, prepare for, and mitigate the impact of public health crises in the future?
	Background Health security is a critical component of public health and global well-being, encompassing measures and strategies to protect populations from the threats of infectious diseases, biological hazards, and other health emergencies. It involves various activities, from disease surveillance, early detection, and rapid response to developing effective vaccines and medical countermeasures.
	Context  Health security efforts are essential for preventing, preparing for, and mitigating the impact of public health crises, such as pandemics, bioterrorism, and natural disasters. Recent events, like the COVID-19 pandemic, have underscored the importance of robust health security systems and international cooperation in safeguarding public health globally. Investments in health security infrastructure, research, and emergency preparedness are vital to ensuring the resilience of healthcare systems and the protection of communities and individuals in the face of health-related threats. ractices, especially in the context of technology and the digital landscape.

	Questions to Explore
	How can we ensure that everyone can have proper access to medical care?
	Is medical care something that can be equitized?

	Central Themes
	Comprehensive health security systems
	Global health collaboration
	Investment in preparedness and resilience
	Equal access to medical care
	Visit our topics center to learn more about our Health Security topic, view suggested readings and access additional resources.



	Evaluation Notes for Digital Dark Age
	Practice Problem 1 | 2026-2027
	Background The Digital Dark Age is an inability to access previously collected documented files, photos, and other information stored in outdated file formats, software, or hardware. Data becomes corrupt, scarce, or otherwise inaccessible as technology changes and physical media decays.
	These Evaluation Notes contain commentary on the Digital Dark Age future scene and examples of possible student responses. Keep in mind, the primary purpose of these Evaluation Notes is to assist evaluators and improve consistency — not to provide answers, as in Future Problem Solving there is no single “right” answer. Global Issues evaluation is performance-based and provides authentic assessment of student work.
	These notes are intended to serve as a starting point for discussion and should not be considered an exhaustive list of possible responses. For the sake of the many creative FPS students, please approach evaluation with an open mind to allow alternative ideas and reward those ideas accordingly.
	A practice problem is designed to provide students and coaches the opportunity to practice their problem-solving skills. Some are new to Future Problem Solving, while others are veterans; therefore, evaluators may see a wide range in the quality of student work. Feedback in practice problems is essential and the key to creating better problem solvers.

	Context Technology is constantly evolving with what once was considered revolutionary is now outdated, and progressively discarded. Information technology does not exist in a vacuum; digital media requires supplemental technologies to retrieve the information. Discs, drives, and other mediums can deteriorate. Even when preserved, the information can be lost without its specific reader. Proprietary file formats fall prey to the Digital Dark Age, as they are less widespread and preserving them increasingly difficult. Conservators and other data specialists strive to ensure digital information remains available. The Internet Archive is one of many organizations dedicated to preserving digital information for future generations. Updating files to modern formats has many obstacles, including expense, expertise, and equipment demands. Many archivists do not have the resources to update file formats for all items in their catalogues.
	Challenge
	How should archivists decide which data to prioritize saving?
	What methods can be used to modernize outdated file types?
	How might the loss of information affect the future of humanity?
	These expanded Evaluation Notes were developed in accordance with the updated Global Issues Evaluation Guidelines that were used during IC 2024.
	Evaluators may also wish to reference:
	Global Issues Evaluation Guidelines
	Global Issues Evaluation Best Practices
	Global Issues scoresheet
	Evaluator Comments and Categories Insight


	Evaluation Notes for Disappearing Cultures
	Practice Problem 2 | 2026-2027
	Background Disappearing cultures, also called endangered or vanishing cultures, represent the unfortunate phenomenon where unique and often ancient ways of life, traditions, languages, and customs face the risk of extinction. These cultures are typically marginalized and/or indigenous. They are threatened by factors such as globalization, urbanization, assimilation, environmental changes, conflict, and government policies.
	Context The loss of a culture is not merely the fading of customs and rituals; it often entails the disappearance of valuable knowledge, worldviews, and a rich tapestry of human heritage. Preserving and celebrating these diverse cultures is vital, not only for the communities themselves but for humanity as a whole. Culture contributes to the tapestry of human diversity and offers unique insights into alternative ways of living and understanding the world. Efforts to document, protect, and revitalize endangered cultures are ongoing, emphasizing the need for respect, cooperation, and the preservation of cultural diversity in an increasingly interconnected world.

	Challenge
	What role does cultural change as a result of globalization have on cultures?
	What strategies are being employed to revitalize and renew cultural practices?
	In the face of cultural loss, how are individuals and communities impacted?
	What are some ways to prevent the vanishing of cultures?
	These expanded Evaluation Notes were developed in accordance with the updated Global Issues Evaluation Guidelines that were used during IC 2024.
	Evaluators may also wish to reference:
	Global Issues Evaluation Guidelines
	Global Issues Evaluation Best Practices
	Global Issues scoresheet
	Evaluator Comments and Categories Insight
	These Evaluation Notes contain commentary on the Disappearing Cultures future scene and examples of possible student responses. The primary purpose of these Evaluation Notes is to assist evaluators and improve consistency — not to provide answers, as in Future Problem Solving there is no single “right” answer. Global Issues is performance-based, and evaluation provides authentic assessment of student work.
	These notes serve as a starting point for discussion and should not be considered an exhaustive list of possible responses. For the sake of the many creative problem-solving students, please approach evaluation with an open mind to allow alternative ideas and reward those ideas accordingly.
	A practice problem is designed to provide students and coaches the opportunity to practice their problem-solving skills. Some are new to Future Problem Solving, while others are veterans; therefore, evaluators may see a wide range in the quality of student work. Feedback in practice problems is essential and the key to creating better problem solvers.


	Evaluation Notes for Influencer Marketing
	Qualifying Problem | 2026-2027
	Background Influencers combine marketing with their presence in the public eye to persuade others. By establishing devoted fan bases for specific brands and profiting from their visibility, they have revolutionized the advertising industry. Marketing influencers impact a variety of platforms such as online sources, television, music, and print media. These strategies aim to build trust and credibility by associating products with a respected figure, thereby influencing consumer behavior.
	Context Influential media is a complex marketing environment. Influencers shape consumer behavior with seemingly authentic recommendations. This type of media has developed hybrid advertising, blending personal and commercial messaging. Brands invest heavily in these collaborations because they can easily reach targeted audiences, especially younger viewers. Combining personal content and advertising raises complex transparency, authenticity, and consumer trust issues. The industry now struggles to preserve credibility while maximizing profits.

	Questions to Explore
	What risks do brands face when partnering with influencers whose personal actions might affect brand reputation?
	How does the integration of advertising content impact an influencer's perceived authenticity?
	What role do platform algorithms play in determining which sponsored content reaches which audiences?
	What are legal and ethical implications of disguising advertisements as personal content?
	How does commercialization of personal content affect follower trust and engagement?
	These expanded Evaluation Notes were developed in accordance with the updated Global Issues Evaluation Guidelines that were used during IC 2024.
	Evaluators may also wish to reference:
	Global Issues Evaluation Guidelines
	Global Issues Evaluation Best Practices
	Global Issues scoresheet
	Evaluator Comments and Categories Insight
	These Evaluation Notes contain commentary on the Influencer Marketing future scene and examples of possible student responses. The primary purpose of these Evaluation Notes is to assist evaluators and improve consistency — not to provide answers, as in Future Problem Solving there is no single “right” answer. Global Issues is performance-based, and evaluation provides authentic assessment of student work. While authentic assessment of student learning always comes first, we also depend on our uniform evaluation guidelines to provide a fair, consistent, and reliable method for competition scoring.
	These notes serve as a starting point for discussion and should not be considered an exhaustive list of possible responses. For the sake of the many creative problem-solving students, please approach evaluation with an open mind to allow alternative ideas and reward those ideas accordingly.
	Some are new to Future Problem Solving, while others are veterans; therefore, evaluators may see a wide range in the quality of student work. Feedback is essential and the key to creating better problem solvers.



	Evaluation Notes for Influencer Marketing
	Qualifying Problem | 2026-2027
	ALTERNATE
	These Evaluation Notes contain commentary on the Influencer Marketing future scene and examples of possible student responses. The primary purpose of these Evaluation Notes is to assist evaluators and improve consistency — not to provide answers, as in Future Problem Solving there is no single “right” answer. Global Issues is performance-based, and evaluation provides authentic assessment of student work. While authentic assessment of student learning always comes first, we also depend on our uniform evaluation guidelines to provide a fair, consistent, and reliable method for competition scoring.
	These notes serve as a starting point for discussion and should not be considered an exhaustive list of possible responses. For the sake of the many creative problem-solving students, please approach evaluation with an open mind to allow alternative ideas and reward those ideas accordingly.
	Some are new to Future Problem Solving, while others are veterans; therefore, evaluators may see a wide range in the quality of student work. Feedback is essential and the key to creating better problem solvers.
	Background Influencers combine marketing with their presence in the public eye to persuade others. By establishing devoted fan bases for specific brands and profiting from their visibility, they have revolutionized the advertising industry. Marketing influencers impact a variety of platforms such as online sources, television, music, and print media. These strategies aim to build trust and credibility by associating products with a respected figure, thereby influencing consumer behavior.
	Context Influential media is a complex marketing environment. Influencers shape consumer behavior with seemingly authentic recommendations. This type of media has developed hybrid advertising, blending personal and commercial messaging. Brands invest heavily in these collaborations because they can easily reach targeted audiences, especially younger viewers. Combining personal content and advertising raises complex transparency, authenticity, and consumer trust issues. The industry now struggles to preserve credibility while maximizing profits.
	Questions to Explore
	What risks do brands face when partnering with influencers whose personal actions might affect brand reputation?
	How does the integration of advertising content impact an influencer's perceived authenticity?
	What role do platform algorithms play in determining which sponsored content reaches which audiences?
	What are legal and ethical implications of disguising advertisements as personal content?
	How does commercialization of personal content affect follower trust and engagement?
	These expanded Evaluation Notes were developed in accordance with the updated Global Issues Evaluation Guidelines that were used during IC 2024.
	Evaluators may also wish to reference:
	Global Issues Evaluation Guidelines
	Global Issues Evaluation Best Practices
	Global Issues scoresheet
	Evaluator Comments and Categories Insight




	Evaluation Notes for Health Security
	Affiliate Finals Problem | 2026-2027
	Background Health security is a critical component of public health and global well-being, encompassing measures and strategies to protect populations from the threats of infectious diseases, biological hazards, and other health emergencies. It involves various activities, from disease surveillance, early detection, and rapid response to developing effective vaccines and medical countermeasures.
	Context Health security efforts are essential for preventing, preparing for, and mitigating the impact of public health crises, such as pandemics, bioterrorism, and natural disasters. Recent events, like the COVID-19 pandemic, have underscored the importance of robust health security systems and international cooperation in safeguarding public health globally. Investments in health security infrastructure, research, and emergency preparedness are vital to ensuring the resilience of healthcare systems and the protection of communities and individuals in the face of health-related threats.
	Questions to Explore
	How can we ensure that everyone can have proper access to medical care?
	Is medical care something that can be equitized?
	These expanded Evaluation Notes were developed in accordance with the updated Global Issues Evaluation Guidelines that were used during IC 2024.
	Evaluators may also wish to reference:
	Global Issues Evaluation Guidelines
	Global Issues Evaluation Best Practices
	Global Issues scoresheet
	Evaluator Comments and Categories Insight
	These Evaluation Notes contain commentary on the Health Security future scene and examples of possible student responses. The primary purpose of these Evaluation Notes is to assist evaluators and improve consistency — not to provide answers, as in Future Problem Solving there is no single “right” answer. Global Issues is performance-based, and evaluation provides authentic assessment of student work. While authentic assessment of student learning always comes first, we also depend on our uniform evaluation guidelines to provide a fair, consistent, and reliable method for competition scoring.
	These notes serve as a starting point for discussion and should not be considered an exhaustive list of possible responses. For the sake of the many creative problem-solving students, please approach evaluation with an open mind to allow alternative ideas and reward those ideas accordingly.
	Some are new to Future Problem Solving, while others are veterans; therefore, evaluators may see a wide range in the quality of student work. Feedback is essential and the key to creating better problem solvers.



	Evaluation Notes for Health Security
	Affiliate Finals Problem | 2026-2027
	ALTERNATE
	These Evaluation Notes contain commentary on the Health Security future scene and examples of possible student responses. The primary purpose of these Evaluation Notes is to assist evaluators and improve consistency — not to provide answers, as in Future Problem Solving there is no single “right” answer. Global Issues is performance-based, and evaluation provides authentic assessment of student work. While authentic assessment of student learning always comes first, we also depend on our uniform evaluation guidelines to provide a fair, consistent, and reliable method for competition scoring.
	These notes serve as a starting point for discussion and should not be considered an exhaustive list of possible responses. For the sake of the many creative problem-solving students, please approach evaluation with an open mind to allow alternative ideas and reward those ideas accordingly.
	Some are new to Future Problem Solving, while others are veterans; therefore, evaluators may see a wide range in the quality of student work. Feedback is essential and the key to creating better problem solvers.
	Background Health security is a critical component of public health and global well-being, encompassing measures and strategies to protect populations from the threats of infectious diseases, biological hazards, and other health emergencies. It involves various activities, from disease surveillance, early detection, and rapid response to developing effective vaccines and medical countermeasures.
	Context Health security efforts are essential for preventing, preparing for, and mitigating the impact of public health crises, such as pandemics, bioterrorism, and natural disasters. Recent events, like the COVID-19 pandemic, have underscored the importance of robust health security systems and international cooperation in safeguarding public health globally. Investments in health security infrastructure, research, and emergency preparedness are vital to ensuring the resilience of healthcare systems and the protection of communities and individuals in the face of health-related threats.
	Questions to Explore
	How can we ensure that everyone can have proper access to medical care?
	Is medical care something that can be equitized?
	These expanded Evaluation Notes were developed in accordance with the updated Global Issues Evaluation Guidelines that were used during IC 2024.
	Evaluators may also wish to reference:
	Global Issues Evaluation Guidelines
	Global Issues Evaluation Best Practices
	Global Issues scoresheet
	Evaluator Comments and Categories Insight




	Evaluation Guidelines for Global Issues
	As adopted for 2025 International Conference
	Purpose of Evaluation The primary purpose of Global Issues evaluation is to provide coaches and students with feedback that allows them to develop and improve their problem-solving skills. The program is performance-based, and evaluation is an authentic assessment of the student project. Because there is no single “right” answer, Future Problem Solving employs a variety of strategies to review student work, using specific criteria to evaluate performance in each step of the process.
	Skill improvement remains the most important aspect of evaluation; however, since it also involves competition, scoring must be impartial. A secondary purpose is to provide a fair, consistent, and reliable method for comparing teams/individuals in the Global Issues competition.

	Topics Covered
	Flexibility
	Fundamental concepts
	Step 1 - Identifying challenges
	Step 2 - Select an underlying problems
	Step 3 - Produce solutions ideas
	Step 4 - Generate and select criteria
	Step 5 - Apply criteria to solution ideas
	Step 6 - Develop an action plan
	Determining scores
	Future Problem Solving assists students in acquiring better thinking, communication, and problem-solving skills. Evaluation feedback is always completed with this thought in mind.
	Evaluators offer constructive feedback and encourage students to strive to improve. Regardless of the quality of the student effort, effective feedback praises students for what they did well and encourages them to use improved skills to tackle the next problem. Negative feedback may discourage students and keep them from improving, defeating the purpose of the program.


	Evaluation Best Practices for Global Issues
	As adopted for 2022, first used at International Conference 2025
	Philosophy of Evaluation Global Issues winners are those that exhibit the best creative problem solving skills in response to the future scene. More specifically, evaluators look for top-quality work in three areas:
	1. Use of the problem solving process 2. Applying relevant research to a specific future scene 3. Spontaneous response to specifics of the IC future scene
	The primary purpose of Global Issues evaluation is to provide feedback that promotes the development and improvement of problem solving skills. Global Issues evaluation is performance-based and designed to provide an authentic assessment of the booklet. Because there is no single “right” answer, Future Problem Solving employs various strategies to review work, using specific criteria to evaluate performance in each step of the process. Skill improvement remains the most important aspect of evaluation; however, since Global Issues also involves competition a secondary purpose of evaluation is to provide a fair, consistent, and reliable method for comparing booklets in a competition. In Future Problem Solving points are awarded for student work submitted. We encourage our students to submit information even if it is incomplete. The only time that zero points are awarded for a step is if no student work was submitted.
	Future Problem Solving participants can easily convince evaluators that they are sophisticated and advanced thinkers; therefore, evaluators may have elevated expectations and be highly critical of weaker booklets.
	It is essential that evaluators maintain a positive attitude throughout the evaluation process. Students’ work will delight, sometimes frustrate, and ultimately reward the evaluator.
	Remember that even the weakest booklet requires a great amount of thought, creativity, and effort. It is possibly more demanding than anything else the students have completed as part of their educational experience.

	Topics Covered
	Preparation
	Step 1 - Identifying challenges
	Scoring process
	Step 2 - Select an underlying problems
	Feedback
	Step 3 - Produce solutions ideas
	The future scene
	Step 4 - Generate and select criteria
	Flexible thinking
	Step 5 - Apply criteria to solution ideas
	Fundamental concepts
	Step 6 - Develop an action plan
	Finalizing scores


	Global Issues Evaluator Comments and Category Insight
	Purpose of Evaluation The primary purpose of Global Issues evaluation is to provide feedback that promotes the development and improvement of problem solving skills. Global Issues evaluation is performance-based and designed to provide an authentic assessment of the booklet. Because there is no single “right” answer, Future Problem Solving employs various strategies to review work, using specific criteria to evaluate performance in each step of the process. Skill improvement remains the most important aspect of evaluation; however, since Global Issues also involves competition a secondary purpose of evaluation is to provide a fair, consistent, and reliable method for comparing booklets in a competition.
	Topics Covered
	Suggested comments by step
	Example comments
	Ways to say…
	Preparation versus pre-written
	Category list for generating ideas


	Evaluation Guidelines for Community Projects
	As adopted in June 2020
	Purpose of Evaluation The primary purpose of Community Projects evaluation is to provide coaches and students with feedback that allows them to develop and improve their problem-solving skills. The program is performance-based, and evaluation is an authentic assessment of the student project. Because there is no single “right” answer, Future Problem Solving employs a variety of strategies to review student work, using specific criteria to evaluate performance in each step of the process.
	Skill improvement remains the most important aspect of evaluation; however, since it also involves competition, scoring must be impartial. A secondary purpose is to provide a fair, consistent, and reliable method for comparing teams/individuals in the Community Projects competition.
	Future Problem Solving assists students in acquiring better thinking, communication, and problem-solving skills. Evaluation feedback is always completed with this thought in mind. Evaluators offer constructive feedback and encourage students to strive to improve. Regardless of the quality of the student effort, effective feedback praises students for what they did well and encourages them to use improved skills to tackle the next problem. Negative feedback may discourage students and keep them from improving, defeating the purpose of the program.
	Topics Covered
	Subjectivity and anonymity in evaluation
	Feedback
	Types of evaluation criteria
	Use of the problem-solving process
	Terms, definitions, and descriptions
	Scoresheet
	Project proposal
	Project report
	Supporting materials
	Beyonder award
	Strategies for effective feedback
	Reminders
	The ability to provide positive and constructive feedback consistently is the goal to which all evaluators must aspire. It is essential that evaluators maintain a positive attitude throughout the evaluation process.
	It is important for evaluators not to extend their personal expectations and skill levels into that of the projects represented in an evaluation sample. Evaluators should not confuse the sophistication of the task with that of the students, but consider the age/division of the participants and the stage of the competition in constructing positive feedback. Once an exceptional project is noted, it may be easy to expect the same quality from all projects.
	Evaluators should remember the completion of a project is, by itself, a major accomplishment – possibly more demanding than anything else the students have completed as part of their educational experience. Students’ work will delight, frustrate, and eventually reward the demanding task of the evaluator.



	Evaluation Guidelines for Creative Writing
	As adopted in the June 2023 guidelines
	Purpose of Evaluation The Creative Writing Evaluation Guidelines are designed to present the scoring standards for scenario writing for evaluators, coaches, and participants. Evaluation is performance-based, and evaluation is an authentic assessment of student work. Because there is no single “right” answer, Future Problem Solving employs a variety of strategies to review student work, using specific criteria to evaluate performance in each element important in good writing. The goal is to provide a fair, consistent, and reliable method for scoring written scenarios.
	Evaluators will be given details such as word limits and approved topic(s) for each competition. Additional information for evaluators, including feedback strategies, scoring examples, and expanded explanations, can be found in our best practices.

	Topics Covered
	Creative Writing rubric
	Creative thinking
	Futuristic thinking
	Idea development
	Style/voice
	Character development
	Mechanics
	Topic integration
	Guidelines addendum


	Evaluation Best Practices for Creative Writing
	Use with the guidelines adopted in June 2023
	Introduction Futurization plays a significant role in our lives. Future Problem Solving strives to help students enlarge, enrich, and make their images of the future more accurate. At the same time, if our future images differ from our present realities, there is a need for change and growth to attain the desired future. Creative Writing assists students in developing their future images, and scenario writing also shares the goal of personalizing a student’s ever-growing perspective of the future.
	For the evaluation of scenarios, evaluators use the descriptions provided on the scoresheet or from the official Evaluation Guidelines. The best practices expand on these concepts with additional explanations and feedback strategies. The information and examples are designed to supplement the rubric guidelines and scoresheet.
	Topics Covered
	Evaluation fundamentals
	Creative thinking
	Futuristic thinking
	Idea development
	Style/voice
	Character development
	Mechanics
	Topic integration
	Connection among team scenarios
	Relation to future scene parameters
	Frequently asked questions
	Finalizing scores
	The Creative Writing Evaluation Guidelines are designed to present the scoring standards for scenario writing for evaluators, coaches, and participants. Evaluation is performance-based, and evaluation is an authentic assessment of student work.
	Because there is no single “right” answer, Future Problem Solving employs a variety of strategies to review student work, using specific criteria to evaluate performance in each element important in good writing. The goal is to provide a fair, consistent, and reliable method for scoring written scenarios.



	Evaluation Guidelines for Storytelling
	As adopted in the June 2019 guidelines
	Purpose of Evaluation The primary purpose of Storytelling evaluation is to provide coaches and participants with feedback that allows them to develop and improve their creativity and oral communication skills. Storytelling is performance-based, and evaluation is an authentic assessment of the performance. Because all stories are unique, Future Problem Solving employs a variety of strategies to review student work, using specific criteria to evaluate oral communications. Skill improvement is the most important aspect of evaluation; however, since Storytelling also involves competition and competition scoring must be impartial. A secondary purpose of evaluation is to provide a fair, consistent, and reliable method for comparing performances in competition.
	Future Problem Solving assists students in acquiring better thinking, communication, and creative skills. Evaluations should always occur with these goals in mind. Evaluators offer constructive feedback and make students want to improve their skills. Regardless of the quality of the student performances, effective feedback acknowledges students for what they did well and encourages them to use their improved skills to tackle the next performance. Negative feedback may discourage performers and keep them from improving, defeating the purpose of the program.
	Topics Covered
	Feedback
	Preparation
	Scoresheet components
	Suggested approach to scoring
	Use of the rubric
	Strategies for effective feedback
	Reminders
	The ability to consistently provide positive and constructive feedback is the goal to which all evaluators must aspire. It is essential that evaluators maintain a positive attitude throughout the evaluation process.
	It is important for evaluators not to extend their personal expectations and skill levels to that of the storytelling. Evaluators should not confuse the sophistication of the task with that of the students, but consider the age/division of the student and the level of competition in constructing positive feedback. Once an exceptional performance is noted, it may be easy to expect the same quality from all participants. When providing feedback, evaluators should consider the age/division of the student and whether the performance is for practice or competition.
	Evaluators should remember that the completion of a Storytelling performance is, by itself, a major accomplishment – possibly more demanding than anything else the students have done as part of their educational experience. Students’ work will delight, frustrate, and eventually reward the demanding task of the evaluator.
	Our problem solvers  learn how to think,  not what to think,  and gain lifelong skills




	challenge YOUR STUDENTS
	Over one million problem solvers around the world have gained skills and experiences through Future Problem Solving that they use in their work, their lives, and to make the world a better place. Each year students in grades 4 to 12 participate in a variety of academic competitions designed to empower curious youth to become changemakers.
	Students compete with their ideas and creativity to get ready for the future
	Working in all the spaces and places they learn Our five programs work well in the classroom and out-of-school as a club or independent enrichment opportunity. Every team or individual competitor just needs an adult to serve as their coach or sponsor and contact for registration and communications with Future Problem Solving.
	Growing their problem-solving abilities Our highly flexible 6-step process is a problem-solving model for any situation. After researching and analyzing a topic, students alternate between using critical and creative thinking skills to develop relevant action plans, write or perform imagined future scenarios, or create lasting change in their local communities.
	Competing with their peers at the highest levels Students who qualify for their Affiliate Finals in any of our four competition programs compete for a chance to attend our annual International Conference in June and participate in our World Finals.
	Global Issues
	Community Projects
	Creative Writing
	Storytelling
	Learning

	Students show up curious and leave inspired!

	WHY FUTURE PROBLEM SOLVING WORKS
	Proven Problem-Solving Method Our 6-step model equips students with complex problem-solving skills for any situation. Once learned, these skills help students keep pace in a world full of unprecedented challenges.
	Futuristic Real World Scenarios Real world issues engage and inspire learning. Our future scenes are imagined storylines that present creative and futuristic problems for students to solve with current topic information.
	Authentic Assessment Our rubric-based evaluations provide learner-focused feedback to assess student learning,  strengthen important skills, and support continual skills growth throughout the competition season.
	5Cs of Learning Our advanced educational strategies and  interdisciplinary problem-solving process infuse important 21st Century Learning skills throughout all our programs.
	Digital Dark Age Science & Technology
	Disappearing Cultures Civics & Society
	Influencer Marketing Business & Economics
	Health Security Science & Technology

	Current Topics
	Each year students research and analyze important global challenges. Learn more about each topic and access topic-specific resources on our website.
	I strive to create a climate of community and shared inquiry by designing environments that focus on complex, challenging, and authentic tasks. FPS helps me prepare and create self-regulated, lifelong learners by providing them the right combination of knowledge and motivation to learn independently and effectively.
	Dr. Camelia Birlean
	I’ve learned skills like creative thinking, communication, and  collaboration. The 6-step process has been very helpful in the classroom and in my general life. It’s helped me analyze situations to make meaningful conclusions and important decisions and given me the platform to build a network of that I will cherish for a lifetime.

	Radhika Unnikrishnan
	There’s truly nothing like Future Problem Solving and our proven    6-step model. We ground students in real-world issues, the challenges they see around them every day, and then look to the future, a place with no limits to imagination, to empower them to drive change beyond the constraints of what currently exists.

	Dr. Dylan Sherman
	Global Issues
	Community Projects
	Creative Writing
	Storytelling


	What’s New
	Future Problem Solving Learner-Focused Feedback Tools
	Global Issues Skits: Introduction to Action Plan Presentations
	$5
	$10
	Champions 2025: Global Issues Examples with Evaluations
	$15
	Champions 2024: Community Projects Examples with Evaluations
	$15
	Champions: Creative Writing Examples with Evaluations
	$15
	Champions: Storytelling Examples with Evaluations
	$10
	ON SALE NOW
	SAVE 30%
	BUY NOW
	BEST VALUE


	What’s New
	2026-2027 Topic Research Units
	2026-2027 Topic Activity Units
	$22 per topic
	$25 per topic
	$7 per topic
	$8

	ON SALE NOW
	BUY NOW
	BEST VALUE


	Share your topic expertise with our students
	Learn more about the 2026-2027 season topics
	Volunteer for an upcoming topic research panel

	RECENT PANELS
	Digital Dark Age
	Disappearing Cultures
	Influencer Marketing
	Health Security
	TOPICS CENTER
	SUBMIT A TOPIC


	Opportunities for student leaders


	STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL
	Apply to become a member of our Student Advisory Council. You will have the opportunity to work in a committee with like-minded peers from all across the globe and be able to familiarize yourself with the ins and outs of Future Problem Solving.
	Submit an interest form
	Help gather research information for topic panels and Student Guides.
	Create content for Resource Library articles and social media platforms.
	Help expand the accessibility of Future Problem Solving.
	Creating  the  Future Scholarship
	Who is eligible?
	What is the selection criteria?
	40%  Future Problem Solving Impact Essay
	20%  Service to Future Problem Solving
	20%  2 Letters of Recommendation (10% each)
	20%  Future Problem Solving Participation
	SUBMIT A TOPIC IDEA



	HOW TO WATCH
	TIME LIMIT
	4 minutes

	Action Plan Presentations
	How skits are judged
	How the Action Plan competition works
	Forestry future scene
	Awards
	Global Issues
	What to expect




