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What is Scenario Performance?
Scenario Performance is a relatively new Future
Problem Solving component, with the inaugural
competition at the 2015 International Conference.
In Scenario Performance, students choose from four
annual topics that interest them as they project
twenty years into the future and create a futuristic
story related to the topic. This story is not written
out in full, as it is going to be “told” and should be
more “natural” and “spontaneous” in nature. Up to
10 cue cards may be used in the presentation.
Why Scenario Performance?
Scenario Performance (ScP) was designed by FPSP Australia to develop and sustain the
oral tradition of storytelling. Essentially, ScP is for students who enjoy storytelling. This
option is ideally suited to students who show thinking abilities in different ways particularly for those whose cultural heritage and/or learning styles prefer oral
communication. It is also ideal for developing thinking skills. A rubric-based authentic
evaluation is provided for competitors, giving students tools for continuous growth.
Who can participate in Scenario Performance?
Students may participate in Scenario Performance in three divisions: Junior (grades 4-6 or
the equivalent), Middle (grades 7-9), and Senior (grades 10-12). For students who
participate in the Global Issues Problem Solving and/or Scenario Writing components of
FPSPI, Scenario Performance can serve as an excellent complement to their work on any
of the topics used in Global Issues Problem Solving or Scenario Writing. Scenario
Performance is also an excellent offering
Scenario Performance
for students who do not participate in other
Topics 2021-22
components of FPSPI; the creative
storytelling may appeal to students who are
• Water Supply
not drawn to the writing and/or the team
• Building Green
orientation of the other components.
• Insects
Scenario Performance can be used as a
• Mining
stand-alone activity by an FPS coach, a
Note: Topic for live competition at the International
drama/debate teacher, a parent, or any
instructor with students who are interested Conference will be announced March 1
in creative storytelling.s

Do students need to know the creative problem solving process for
Scenario Performance?
The creative problem solving process is used in the Global Issues and Community
Problem Solving components. Although knowing the process can help students to think
about the future, it is not a prerequisite for Scenario Performance. However, students
should do some reading about the topic they select for their story.
How can I get started with my students?
The best way to become acquainted with Scenario Performance is to view and listen to
sample performances and storytelling presentations. A winning Scenario Performance
video example is found at www.fpspi.org (About Us: Competitive Components: Scenario Performance).
How much help should I give?
The student’s story must be original. As coach, you may listen to the student practice, ask
questions that occur to you as a listener, and make general suggestions for improvement in
storytelling techniques. Cue cards, if used, must be created by the student.
How is Scenario Performance evaluated?
Scenario Performances submitted to Wisconsin FPS via video are scored by evaluators
who consider these elements: storytelling techniques, audience awareness, use of voice,
development of story, characterization, creative thinking, connection to topic, and
futuristic thinking. Evaluation and feedback is provided via a rubric-based score sheet.
How do I enter student work for Scenario Performance?
Follow the requirements for submitting entries as outlined
in this document. Entry forms can be found at wisfps.org.
Click on Registration and Fees.
What is the timeline for Wisconsin performances?
Scenario Performance video entries are due in early
February. Evaluation takes place in February, and results
are announced in late February or early March. There will
be three winners in each division.
What happens at State Bowl?
The winning storytellers will be invited to attend the
opening activities on Thursday evening at State Bowl to receive their awards. Other
activities for Scenario Performers will be announced with State Bowl materials.
What happens at the International Conference?
High quality first place Wisconsin Scenario Performers are eligible to participate in a live
competition at the International Conference. NOTE: For the International Conference
competition, Scenario Performers will create a new scenario based on the IC topic.

Scenario Performance Requirements 2021-2022

Please distribute to students who are preparing performances for competition.

STORY CONTENT
At least 20 years in
the future

Related to one of the
four FPSPI topics

A Scenario Performance is the TELLING of a story that might take place as a
logical outgrowth of actions or events that took place earlier. It must be
presented as though the future were the present. Futuristic concepts and
trends are incorporated into the story, but a specific date is not required.
The scenario must have a recognizable relationship to
one of the topics for the year. It should be obvious
which topic you are using when listening to the
performance. You can find descriptors for the topics in
this document. Chapters of article summaries on the
topics (Readings, Research, and Resources books) can
be purchased at fpspimart.org.

VIDEO PERFORMANCE DETAILS – Coaches review before submitting!
Max time 5 minutes

Max of 10 cue cards

Continuous video
Single camera focus

Limited movement

The presentation may not exceed 5 minutes. Minutes and seconds of the video
submitted must be indicated on the entry sheet. A presentation that is too
short may not adequately convey a fully developed story.
Cue cards are not required, but students may use up to 10 cards no larger than
4x6 inches that are created by the student. The cards are for quick reference;
they should contain only brief notes or outline phrases, not sentences. Each
card is limited to 20 words. If used, submit one pdf with scans or photos of the
cards.
The recording must be continuous, with no cuts, edits, or movements of the
camera location. The story must be TOLD, not READ.
The focus must remain constant with the camera focusing on the head and
shoulders of the performer OR a full body shot, sitting or standing. The
location of the video may not “contribute” to the story.
The performer may use gestures and facial expressions, and may sit or stand in
one place. Moving around to “act out” the story is not allowed.

ENTRY SUBMISSION – All parts of the entry must be submitted by the COACH.
Document

Format

Label file

Submit

Scenario Video

Digital video file

Via Dropbox or other large
file transfer method

Scenario Performance
Entry Form

Microsoft WORD only

Publication Release
& Cue Card images
Fees

PDFs

Junior Smith SP Video
Middle Jones SP Video
Senior Anderson SP Video
Junior Smith SP Entry
Middle Jones SP Entry
Senior Anderson SP Entry
Junior Smith SP Release (stud)
Junior Smith SP Cards (if used)

$25 per entry.
Check or cash mailed,
POs mailed or e-mailed

By e-mail to
lynn.wisfps@gmail.com

Wisconsin FPS
3318 Conservancy Lane
Middleton, WI 53562

All parts of the entry must be submitted, e-mailed, or mailed by February 11, 2022

Submitting a Video File with Dropbox
Dropbox is an easy way to share files that are too large for email. These directions apply to
a Dropbox account as used through a web browser. (Dropbox can also install folders and
icons for the account directly on the computer. The process would then be slightly
different, but you can always access the account on the web at dropbox.com.)
•
•
•
•

Be sure the file is in a digital video format, such as mp4
Name the file as directed on the Requirements page
Create a free account at dropbox.com or use an existing account
Upload the video file to the account (look for a small picture of a document with
folded corner and a plus sign)
• Hover over the name of the file, and click on the word SHARE to the right
• A box will come up with a link to the file and a place to enter an email. Send the
link to lynn.wisfps@gmail.com

Scenario Performance Essential Publications
Important resources from the FPSPI Catalog.
(Available at www.fpspimart.org)

2020 Scenario Writing/Performance Champs
Includes these First Place winners with the evaluations:
• International Scenario Writing
• IC Scenario Writing Team
• IC Scenario Performance (link)
$10 electronic

Readings, Research, and Resources (RRR)
Provides essential background information on the topics for
scenario performers:
•
•
•
•
•

Terms and Definitions
Topic Overview
Questions for Discussion
Internet Resources
Article Summaries
(Note: No chapter is provided for the International Competition topic.)

$60 electronic

NEW in 2018! FPSPI Scenario Handbook
Designed to help teachers effectively guide students in Scenario
Writing AND Scenario Performance, this manual includes:
• Explanations of scenario development
• Classroom activities
• Award-winning student work
$40 electronic/$45 printed book

© Future Problem Solving Program International, Inc.

Scenario Performance Topics 2021-22
This document contains topic descriptors for the Scenario Performance competition. Readings,
Research, and Resources (RRR) chapters for all topics can be purchased at fpspimart.org.
Water Supply
Building Green
Insects
Mining
Water Supply (GIPS Practice Problem 1, 2021-22)
In many parts of the world, freshwater is in short supply. Water is
often pumped for miles, streams diverted and reservoirs and
dams are constructed to provide for the growing populations in
dry areas. As water levels drop and aquifers decline, people
become more concerned about preserving their water resources.
More than 2 billion people lack access to safe drinking water
services, and more than 4 billion lack safely managed sanitation
services. Differing governmental and commercial demands must
be balanced so that communities have enough safe water for their
needs. As available water supplies deplete, adjacent areas begin
to battle with water contracts and water rights. How might the right to access clean water be achieved? How
will regulations shape the future of access to water? How will water scarcity shape society?
Building Green (GIPS Practice Problem 2, 2021-22)
The world is now more urbanized than ever before, and more and more people
are flocking to live in large cities. Singapore was once known as the ‘Garden City,’
now it is being promoted as the ‘Garden in the City’ as new buildings incorporate
trees and other greenery in their designs. Many quickly growing population
centers are more environmentally aware as they expand the living spaces for
their citizens. This awareness is not just a case of saving the environment and
reducing emissions; it is a matter of necessity for creating healthy cities. Buildings
can be designed to conserve both energy and water while improving the indoor
and outdoor environment. Advancing technology is changing how architects are
incorporating sustainable living practices into buildings. Light-based modulated
sunlight, improved insulation, enhanced ventilation, eco-friendly building
materials – are a few of the ecologically-preferred innovations changing the face
and function of buildings. Some buildings now incorporate wind turbines to provide the necessary energy to
power the building. Will these developments solve the problems they have set out to address? Will these
change the way cities work and the way people live in them? Will these changes improve safety during
natural disasters or introduce new problems?

Insects (GIPS Qualifying Problem, 2021-22)
Insects - human's best friends and worst enemies. We are
surrounded by more than a million species of insects.
Without them, humankind couldn't survive. Some insects
destroy crops and carry diseases. Mosquitoes, which
carry diseases such as malaria, dengue fever, Ross River,
Zika, and West Nile viruses, kill and maim more people
each year than any other animal. Others do essential jobs
like pollinate blossoms, aerate the soil, decompose dead
plant material, or eat other harmful insects, making them
essential to the food web. As weather patterns and temperatures change, the distribution and habitat of many
insect species are likely to change dramatically. The numbers of bees around the world have been radically
reduced due to disease. How does the reduction of some species and relocation of others impact health,
agriculture, and horticulture?
Over 1,900 insect species have been identified as suitable for human consumption and animal feed and could
assure food security. Incorporating insects into the human food and medical supply indicates the ever-growing
importance of insects in the world. Will insects and their products, such as genetically modified mosquitoes or
manuka honey help to fight diseases? Will toasted grubs, fried crickets, and other edible insects become
important global protein choices?

Mining (GIPS Affiliate Bowl Problem, 2021-22)
Mining is a long-standing means of gathering a wide range of
resources vital to aspects of everyday life. The growing demands
of mined materials continues to see the mining industry expand at
an incredible pace. The technologies in use today and projected
for the future are more minerals intensive than ever before.
While technology has made mining both safer and more
environmentally sensitive than any other time in history,
environmental and other risks remain. Yet without the collection
of these important materials, the cornerstones of society like
buildings, machines, and communication would not be possible.
With environmental protections varying greatly from country-to-country, how can the world collaborate on
the best way to extract and share geological materials? With mining as the foundation of countless
communities, how will they be impacted by the changing landscape of mining? In the future, are there new
areas that might be mined for resources?

Happy Storytelling!

Tips for Scenario Performance Coaches
General
• A great place to start is to review the evaluation criteria with students; then listen to
several scenario performances, discussing them in light of the criteria.
• When submitting a video for the competitive round, follow the Scenario
Performance Requirements carefully.
Topics: Review each of the four topics with
students.
• Which topic interests them the most?
• Read the topic overviews from the
Readings, Research, and Resources
publication for basic information.
• Generate imagined futures for the topics.
Research: Once a topic is selected, students
should read as much material on their chosen
topic as they need to understand its various
facets.
• The appropriate chapters from the Readings, Research and Resources publication
and other information that students find online or in the library are useful materials
for understanding the topic.
• As students read, have them take notes on facts that may be useful in their story, as
well as impressions, emotional reactions, or ideas they have while reading the
materials.
Characterization: Scenario performers should develop a central, identifiable, sustained
character(s) -- animate or inanimate.
• 1-2 main characters are usually enough for a story of this length.
• Character development should take place throughout the events of the scenario.
Futuristic Elements: Scenarios should be TOLD as though the future is the present.
• A strong portrayal of futuristic trends and predictions should be evident.
• Lengthy explanations and descriptions of technology devices and social trends can
interfere with the flow of the story.
Help with storytelling techniques: All authors may have adult help to learn and
practice skills for good storytelling.
Practice: Provide opportunities for performers to present their stories to a variety of
audiences to gain confidence and to receive feedback and ideas for improvement.

(Tips for Scenario Performance Coaches continued)

Be an Active Scenario Performance Coach!!
The student’s work must be original. However, before submission each student’s story
should be heard by one or more adults who will discuss the presentation with the student
and provide feedback. Drama and forensics coaches may be especially helpful with this.
Listeners may want to use the evaluation criteria to guide their feedback.
Feedback: Legitimate assistance provides feedback and food for thought but does not
make decisions for students about the story or the performance.
• Point out strengths
o (Good word choice here. Dramatic use of voice in a section. Etc.)
• Ask questions that occur to you as a listener
o (Why did the spaceship land in the middle of the city? What happened to the
rest of the travelers, who only showed up at the beginning? Etc.)
• Make general suggestions for improvement
o (More variety in intonation might make it more engaging. More description
might give us a clearer image. You might want to let us know more about the
thinking of the main character. More futuristic details might be good. Etc.)
Author Decisions: It should be up to the student author to determine what revisions to
make in response to the questions and suggestions.

Tips for Scenario Performers
General
• This is STORY TELLING, not STORY READING!
• Creative ideas and good vocal technique are both important!
• Identify a target audience for your story, and construct the plot for that group.
• When submitting your entry, follow the instructions carefully. See Scenario
Performance Requirements for more information.
Pre-Storytelling
• Read and gather information in Readings,
Research and Resources; Omni; Futurist;
Discover, etc.
• Write an outline or rough plan of the main events
in the story.
• Use key words or phrases to indicate the selected
topic and the time period in which your story is
set.

Character(s)
• Use a minimum number of characters, animate or inanimate (usually 1–2
protagonists).
• Introduce the main character(s) as soon as possible; place the lead character directly
into the situation.
• Demonstrate how things have changed and how the main character is affected.
• If conflict is a central part of the story, lead to the point where the character(s) has a
chance to “win, lose or draw.” This sets up a moment of suspense.
Idea Development
• Imagine ideas for a society that will exist more than 20 years from now. List a
variety of possibilities.
• Involve the audience (listeners) immediately as your presentation begins.
• Use conflict, adventure, suspense, humor (satire, parody) in the development of the
story.
• Develop the idea of the scenario to point out positive social and cultural aspects or
the consequences of doing without them.
• Form the climax as a logical outgrowth of the story line or character development.
• Provide a resolution to any conflict developed in the scenario.
• Provide a conclusion. Be sure to end; don’t just stop without giving the listener
something think about.

(Tips for Scenario Authors continued)
Technique
• Choose a story approach that suits your main idea and your strengths as a storyteller.
This is a storytelling performance, not an “acting” performance. The telling of the
story should show evidence of some spontaneous thought.
• Up to 10 cue cards may be used, with no more than 20 words per card. These are for
reminders; do not READ them. Cue cards are optional.
• Use first or third person narrative. Incorporate dialogue, if appropriate.
• Demonstrate a suitable tone/voice throughout the performance.
• Vary the sentence structure. Use interesting vocabulary and appropriate grammar.
• Engage listeners by TELLING the story so as to elicit an emotional response.
• Exhibit the storyteller’s personal touch through vivid, colorful description that gives
the story life and spirit. Show, don’t tell!
o Telling: He got out of bed and sat at his desk to start the day.
o Showing: Gradually, he rubbed the sleep from his eyes and shuffled out of bed,
pulling on a worn corduroy robe before settling at his desk to start the day.
• Wrap up the performance with an appropriate ending.
Creative and Futuristic Thinking
• Incorporate creativity into your story ideas – use inventive, innovative, original,
resourceful ideas.
• Incorporate futuristic thinking into your story – portray futuristic information and
trends. It is fun to explain how inventions affect our future lives, but don’t
“overgadgetize.”
Post-Performance
• Practice multiple times before recording, alone and with a live audience.
• Create a video and view to critique your performance!
• Listen for places to improve:
o Is the story whole, unified, and on topic?
o Is your vocal expression clear, coherent, and engaging?
o Do you need to record the performance again? Remember, the recording
must be continuous. No editing of any sort is allowed on the submitted video.
• Ask others to listen and to give you feedback based on the evaluation criteria.

Scenario Performance Evaluation Criteria
NOTE: If the story is READ instead of TOLD, it is NOT a scenario performance! Up to
10 cue cards may be used, with no more than 20 words per card.
Storytelling Techniques
Exemplary performances will exhibit clarity of the spoken voice, with effective pacing of the story
performance and seamless transitions that enhance the flow of the story. The storytelling techniques will
be easily understood by the audience. (Scored 1-5)
Audience Awareness
In exemplary performances, the storyteller establishes and maintains a strong awareness of and
communication with the audience. The performance involves the listener, elicits emotional responses, and
motivates the listener to consider consequences. (Scored 1-5)
Use of Voice
In exemplary performances, the storyteller shows a clear, distinctive personal touch and a contagious
passion. Vivid descriptions and a variety of tone techniques make the story lively and engaging. Stylistic
elements are uniquely mastered. (Scored 1-10)
Development of Story
Exemplary stories will include complex ideas supported by rich, engaging, and pertinent details, and will
show strong evidence of analysis, reflection, and insight exploring different aspects of the topic. The plot
is developed in depth and supported by elaborated details. (Scored 1-10)
Characterization
Exemplary stories will have authentic character(s) with dynamic nature enhancing the overall impact and
effectiveness of the story. Characters will evoke an emotional response. The storyteller will achieve a
sense of total involvement with the character(s). (Scored 1-5)
Creative Thinking
Exemplary stories will have a strong portrayal of innovative/ingenious/novel ideas with
unusual/imaginative details and vocabulary that provide a unique and powerful experience for the listener.
(Scored 1-5)
Connection to Topic
In exemplary stories, the storyteller maintains a strong
connection to the topic that is artfully blended with the
story line; the setting is clearly 20-30 years in the future.
(Scored 1-5)
Futuristic Thinking
Exemplary stories will show a portrayal of futuristic
trends that enhance the storyline, and will create a
future society in language and ideas. (Scored 1-5)

